
As of this writing, crude oil from BPõs 

drilling disaster has been spewing into 

the Gulf of Mexico for sixty days and 

the impacts to our coast, communities 

and environment continue to expand.  

Gulf Restoration Network has a long 

history of working to hold oil and gas 

companies accountable for their 

actions and we continue to be 

committed to fighting for the health of 

this region. Our staff is working 

aggressively to deal with the short and 

long-term implications of this 

devastating catastrophe that threatens 

our environment, coastal communities, 

and economy, by: 

 

Independently monitoring impacted areas with flyovers, boat trips, and independent research 

to prove or counter claims by BP and federal officials that everything possible is being done to 

clean up this spill. 

Calling on President Obama to federalize the disaster clean-up, and urging BP to provide 

honest and transparent assessments of the situation and take full responsibility for paying to 

make Gulf coast communities whole again. 

Advocating for effective response plans and clean up technologies for future accidents as well 

as better regulation oversight to prevent drilling accidents. 

Working to maintain the offshore drilling moratorium in the eastern Gulf near Florida. 
 

If you are interested in getting involved, visit BPDrillingDisaster.org to take action, donate, and 

check out our latest updates. < 
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Our Response to BPõs Oil Drilling Disaster 

BP Oil Drilling Disaster: Where was the Plan B? 
As we watch the BP drilling disaster unfold on our 

televisions, in our newspapers, and for some of us, 

in our backyards and communities, one of the 

most frustrating parts of the situation is the lack 

of control ð the inability for our government, BP 

or anyone else to do much of anything to fix the 

problem.  From British Petroleum to our federal, 

state and local government and on down, no one 

seems to have made a plan for how to quickly plug 

a deepwater well, how to efficiently capture the 

huge quantities of oil spewing into our Gulf, or 

how to protect and prevent oil from reaching 

our coasts. Should we burn the oil off in the 

water, or use toxic dispersants to spread it 

into the water column, or simply let it hit the 

shore? Every decision seems to end with 

choosing the least-worst of a suite of bad 

options.  

 
The BP oil drilling disaster has made it clear 

that we must dramatically rethink our 

Continued on page 3 
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Oil slick from space on June 3, 2010. 

http://bpdrillingdisaster.org/
http://blog.skytruth.org/
https://www.cstars.miami.edu/


Page 2 Wave Makerõs News 

Clean Water Victory in Louisiana 
The Courts of Louisiana have taken a vital step to ensure that 

our most outstanding waters are protected from unnecessary 

sewage pollution.  Last year, our friends at the Little Tchefuncte 

River Association let us know about a sewage discharge that 

was polluting the Tchefuncte River system, which is designated 

as an Outstanding Natural Resource Water (ONRW) in 

Louisiana.  This designation means that these rivers should not 

receive any pollution that will lower their water quality.  

Further, Louisiana law states that existing sewage treatment 

plants must look at alternative discharge methods and locations 

if they currently discharge into ONRWs. 

 
When the Penn Mill Estates sewage treatment plantõs permit 

came up for renewal last year, we commented to the Louisiana 

Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ) that it was illegal because they did not look at alternative discharge 

locations.  Despite this fact, LDEQ issued the permit anyway.  Because LDEQ did not change the permit to conform with 

the law, we challenged the permit renewal in court, and on May 22, 2010, a judge ruled in our favor, stating that LDEQ 

must òperform a statistical analysis and evaluation of the availability of reasonable alternative discharge locations.ó 

 
While we look at litigation as a last resort, regretfully it is necessary in some cases to make sure that state and federal laws 

are enforced.  Hopefully this ruling will not only help clean up the Tchefuncte, but also set a precedent for LDEQ to ensure 

that new and renewed permits comply with the stateõs clean water laws. < 

Mississippi has some of the most beautiful and biodiverse 

rivers, streams, and creeks in the country, and every year, 

thousands of families enjoy spending time together hunting, 

fishing, and swimming in these outstanding rivers and 

streams. Unfortunately, the state also has the dubious 

distinction of having some of Americaõs Most Endangered 

Rivers. This annual report, released by American Rivers, 

highlights ten of the nationõs rivers that face the most 

significant threats to their long-term health in a given year.  
In 2009, GRN partnered with American Rivers and other 

conservation groups to nominate Mississippiõs Pascagoula 

River to this list. 

 

The Pascagoula is one of the last, large free-flowing rivers in 

the entire country. At the moment, its pristine beauty is 

threatened by a federal plan to remove 50 million gallons of 

water a day from the Pascagoula River every single day for 

five to six years. This water would be used to hollow out 

underground salt caverns as part of an ill-conceived federal 

plan to expand the nationõs petroleum reserves.  First, the 

good news: in February, GRN and our conservation partners 

succeeded in convincing the Department of Energy to drop 

this destructive project. The bad news: Congress is currently 

considering whether or not to funnel millions of dollars into 

making this destructive plan a 

reality.   

 

The work of GRN, supporters 

like you, and other concerned 

citizens has made a huge 

impact on protecting this 

amazing resource. Yet, our 

continued vigilance is 

necessary to ensure that 

future generations will be able 

to enjoy the Gulf of Mexico 

that we know and love. <     

A Ray of  Hope for the Pascagoula River 

Pascagoula River 

P
h
o
to

 C
o
u
rte

s
y
 o

f M
a
tth

e
w

 A
lle

n
,

 

L
ittle

 T
c
h
e

fu
n
c
te

 R
iv

e
r A

s
s
o
c
ia

tio
n

 

P
h
o
to

 C
o
u
rt

e
s
y
 o

f 
J
o
e

 T
o
m

a
s
o
v
s
k
y

 

Sediment Banks and Discharge Pipe from Sewage Plant 


