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Florida is in the middle of a clean wa
crisis. After years of delay and
inaction, it is clearer than ever to
Floridians that the current policies thé
state of Florida has to keep our wate
clean are simply not working. This
powerfully exempl
grade that the state of Florida receive
from the Gulf Re/{
0Clean Up Your A{
Report Cardo6 | ast
rivers, streams, springs, and estuari
are dying a slow death from 4
overwhelming amounts of nitrogen a Algal Bloom in Florida Community
phosphorus pollution. The current
situation cannot continue. cl ean, healthy waterg.
and commercial fishing industries depend on
OAdter years of inaction on the part of the Floric clean water. Our way of life as Floridians,
Department of Environmental Protection, a focused on using our lakes and rivers as well Is
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coalition of Florida conservation groups sued our beaches, depends on clean water. Algal
the U.S. EPA to force them to step in to prote blooms, red tides, beach closures, fish kills, a
Florida waters. Now U.S. EPA is considering unsafe drinking water all are the results of
proposed draft rules with specific numeric unchecked and poorly regulated nitrogen and
standards and benchmarks to protect our phosphorus pollution. This pollution comes
rivers, springs, and estuaries from algal bloor from agricultural and development runoff, as
and the nitrogen and phosphorus pollution th: well as sewage treatment plants, and impacts
cause them. almost every waterbody in Florida, and in

particular Floridads
What is at stake in 3

industry is directly dependant on Florida havil
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Continued on page 4

From Floodplain to Prison

Over fifteen acres of pristine high quality during Hurricane Katrina. This is not the idea
wetlands on the coast of Mississippi could place to house prisoners, or really build much
become the next sacrifice to misused HUD lowat all. FEMA rejected the spot for an
income housing grants. In Hancock County, emergency response building and the Army
one of three coastal counties in Mississippi, th&Cor ps & Mi ssi ssi ppi Cloast
Board of Supervisors wants to build a new (MSCIP) has the area slated for environmentgl
prison with these funds, and the site they haverestoration. However, that did not stop
chosen truly boggles the mind! another branch of the Army Corp, the

Regulatory Division, from issuing a permit to
The proposed site, which is located in a coastatlestroy these same wetlands! This is a prime
flood zone, took on 20 feet of flood water

Continued on page 3
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Wetlands Near MRGO Again Threatened

Since 2007, a company called Newport
Environmental has been attempting to develop
over 50 acres of wetlands that stand between
New Orleans and the Mississippi River Gulf
Outlet. Originally, they wanted to build a
landfill there, we fought that project and it was
withdrawn. But as we know, bad projects
rarely die. So, last year they proposed to
destroy the same 57 acres to build an
industrial park! Needl ess to say we dondt 1ike
this project much better, as it would destroy
these wetlands and in the process remove
important functions, such as storm water
storage, water filtration, and wildlife habitat.

To add insult to injury Newport would be destroying wetlands in the very same area where the Corps of Engineers, fhe
state, and local communities are planning wetland restoration projects. This is why we, along with the Tulane
Environmental Law Clinic, and other environmental organizations and concerned citizens attended a public hearing|in

February in New Orleans to speak out against this destructive proposal. If the state of Louisiana truly wants to save our
coast, it needs to get serious about not permitting p
Master Pl an. These inconsistencies must stop! We n|ee
populated areas:

Citizens Speak Out Against Kemper Coal Project

On February 8, the Mississippi Public Service Commissiodawn on Friday morning to hop on a bus, ride to Jackson
met to discuss the cost and benefits of building a massiveand tell the PSC commissioners exactly that.

dirty and expensive new lignite coal power plant and mine in

Kemper County. For months, concerned citizens and groupsis proposed coal burning plant and mine will destroy or
0 like the Mississippi Sierra CluMississippi for Affordable harm roughly 6,000 acres of wetlands, disturb over 40 miles
Energy, and, of course, GRAhave been speaking out on of streams, release toxic chemicals like mercury into

how the costs of this project to human health, the economyaterways, and leave nearby communities vulnerable to
and the environment far outweigh any potential benefits. catastrophes akin to the recent coal ash spills in

And many of these same concerned citizens woke up befdrennesseeAnd Mississippi Power is asking the PSC to let
them charge its ratepayers upwards of $2.4 billion dollars|for
this privilege before the plant is even built!

At the hearing, GRNd&s Casey
Hoke both spoke out against the project along with many
other concerned citizens from across the state. The
testimony ranged from coastal residents concerned aboulf
rising power bills, to property owners whose land will be
torn asunder by the massive mine. In contrast, many of the
individuals that spoke in favor were there to represent
industries, or government entities, that stood to directly
profit from the project. Although the Commission is not set
to make its final decision until early May, it was clear from
the hearing that citizens from across the state want to hegr a
resounding NO from the Commission!

Opponents of Kemper Coal Project Outside of Hearing




